
EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

January 22, 1992

The Honorable Paul Wellstone
702 Hart Senate Office Building
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Sir:

RECEIVED

MAR 16 1993

FEDEIW.caaJtlCATOtSCOIMI$SION
CFFtE OFTHE SECRETARY

r:Y,--" .\J cDM';"~::.':'- ·'J, . .,t '....... i

M~.~ \ 6 \993

FCC. MJ\\L ROOt.A

I am writing in regard to the FCC Notice of Proposed Rule Making
Docket 92-235. If this proposed rule is implemented, it .will have a
negative effect on the hobby I share with several hundred ochers in
Minnesota -- building and flying radio controlled model airplanes. This
proposed rule would make it impossible to fly with any assurance of
safety.

The rule will allow additional frequencies placed so close to the
existing ones that interference is highly likely to occur. This means
that:

• I will lose control of the plane that I am flying when
interference occurs. If so, it will crash and may inflict
personal injury and/or property damage. (These planes weigh
2 - 10 pounds.)

• The equipment that I own will be virtually useless -- this
represents an investment of over $2,000 and many hours of
construction time.

The many radio-controlled airplane hobbyists in the Minneapolis /
st. Paul area and throughout Minnesota will also face these problems
should the rule be adopted.

Please vote NO on this proposal and encourage other senators to do
so also.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely yours,

Conrad L. Sowder
5236 12th Ave S.
Minneapolis, MN 55417
(612)638-4314
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many hours of pleasure from building and

operating radio controlled models. It was VERY

DISTRESS to hear that the FCC is proposing to\
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The Academy of Model Aeronautics has recently informed me,

that the FCC has decided to jeopardize sixty percent of the

frequencies, that we are currently using.This concerns me greatly

as I still haven't completely recovered from the last brain storm

they had, regarding narrow band frequency.

It doesn't seem fair that they should be able to destroy the

considerable investment that I and my fellow club members have

made in our equipment. Consider the fact that they could have

rearranged the frequencies "before" having us spend good money to

narrow band our radios on worthless frequencies.

Our club, the Rich Valley Fliers are upset and worried that

the FCC doesn't seem to be concerned about the safety of the
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I have been involved in radio-control Model AViat~~rnE~MY

for a number of years and find the selecting, ~uilding and
flying of these models to be a challenging and rewarding
activity. I am an active member of the Rice County Radio
Control Flyers club and thoroughly enjoy the camaraderie
this hobby affords.

I have learned of and I am very concerned with
proposed rules that are currently under consideration by
the Federal Communication Commission, namely PR Docket
92-235. If these rules are adopted, they will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies assigned for model use

\ and will cause us great concern for the safe operation of
these models., .

~.~~". ----.).).~ '·~r' .'. .'
\. '. Our moder'St:.operate on the 72-76 MHz band. This band

is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch. In
it's present state this does not cause serious problems
because our radio control frequencies in this band are
spaced far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies
to permit us to share the band without interference with
each other.

The proposal by the FCC would create more land mobile
frequencies by splitting the present frequencies into
narrower band widths and rearrange the band plan. This
would mean that many land mobile frequencies would move
so close to the radio control frequencies as to cause
interference to radio controlled models. It appears that,
with the proposal, only 19 frequencies of the present
available 50 frequencies assigned to radio control model ;"
airplanes would be usable.

Radio control modelers are very safety conscious as
can be attested by our fine safety record. We carefully
control frequency use, when more than one flyer is flying,
so that one will not interfere with the others. With our
present 50 available frequencies, this does not pose a
problem and everyone is able to enjoy the hobby to the
extent he wishes. The reduction in the amount of
frequencies available would hamper our safety efforts and
likely increase accidents and injuries. The models do get
quite large and are quite expensive to build. The loss of
the radio signal or interference from some other device
can cause a modeler to lose control of the model
endangering people and property.
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Dear Mr. Wellstone:

FEDERAlCCllllNCATICIfS~
I have been involved in radio-control Model Aviati~~nf~MY

for a number of years and find the selecting, ~uilding and
flying of these models to be a challenging and rewarding
activity. I am an active member of the Rice County Radio
Control Flyers club and thoroughly enjoy the camaraderie
this hobby affords.

I have learned of and I am very concerned with
proposed rules that are currently under consideration by
the Federal Communication Commission, namely PR Docket
92-235. If these rules are adopted, they will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies assigned for model use
and will cause us great concern for the safe operation of
these models.

Our models operate on the 72-76 MHz band. This band
is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch. In
it's present state this does not cause serious problems
because our radio control frequencies in this band are
spaced far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies
to permit us to share the band without interference with
each other.

The proposal by the FCC would create more land mobile
frequencies by splitting the present frequencies into
narrower band widths and rearrange the band plan. This
would me·9.n that many land mobile frequeneJies would move
so close to the radio control frequencies as to cause
interference to radio controlled models. It appears that,
with the proposal, only 19 frequencies of the present
available 50 frequencies assigned to radio control model ",',
airplanes would be usable.

Radio control modelers are very safety conscious as
can be attested by our fine safety record. We carefully
control frequency use, when more than one flyer is flying,
so that one will not interfere with the others. With our
present 50 available frequencies, this does not pose a
problem and everyone is able to enjoy the hobby to the
extent he wishes. The reduction in the amount of
frequencies available would hamper our safety efforts and
likely increase accidents and injuries. The models do get
quite large and are quite expensive to build. The loss of
the radio signal or interference from some other device
can cause a modeler-to lose control of the model
endangering people and property.
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I have been involved in radio-control Model Aviat~~ffiE~MY

for a number of years and find the selecting, building and
flying of these models to be a challenging and rewarding
activity. I am an active member of the Rice County Radio
Control Flyers club and thoroughly enjoy the camaraderie
this hobby affords.

I have learned of and I am very concerned with
proposed rules that are currently under consideration by
the Federal Communication Commission, namely PR Docket
92-235. If these rules are adopted, they will greatly
reduce the usability of frequencies assigned for model use
and will cause us great concern for the safe operation of
these models.

Our models operate on the 72-76 MHz band. This band
is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch. In
it's present state this does not cause serious problems
because our radio control frequencies in this band are
spaced far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies
to permit us to share the band without interference with
each other.

The proposal by the FCC would create more land mobile
frequencies by splitting the present frequencies into
narrower band widths and rearrange the band plan. This
would mean that many land mobile frequencies would move
so close to the radio control frequencies as to cause
interference to radio controlled models. It appears that,
with the proposal, only 19 frequencies of the present
available 50 frequencies assigned to radio control model
airplanes would be usable.

Radio control modelers are very safety conscious as
can be attested by our fine safety record. We carefully
control frequency use, when more than one flyer is flying,
so that one will not interfere with the others. With our
present 50 available frequencies, this does not pose a
problem and everyone is able to enjoy the hobby to the
extent he wishes. The reduction in the amount of
frequencies available would hamper our safety efforts and
likely increase accidents and injuries. The models do get
quite large and are quite expensive to build. The loss of
the radio signal or interference from some other device
can cause a modeler to lose control of the model
endangering people and property.
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FEDERAlCOIIlNICATKMC<IIMIS9ON
r am very conc:a-ned about die proposed rule that is currently underCD~Di~~\

Feder3J Com:rmmications Commission (FCC). The proceeciinl is PR Docket 9%-235. If adopted
the new rule- will greatly reduce me usability of l'requenc:ies currently assigned for RIC mode! use
and inc::rease the risk of ac:ddents and attendant liability.

Our t'3d1o~cmrcl fIequencies are in the i2-i6 MHz band. This band is primarily used :or
private land. mobile dispard1 operarions. However:. our I'3dic~l frequencies in this band :lIe :ar
encug!llll'art from me land mobile frequencies am we have been able to s.i:w'e tile band without ~:the:'

use ime::fem1g with. the other.

1be Notice of Proposed Rule Making (1-{PRM) in. PR Docket 9%·2:35 rep~ Pm 90 of \.he
rales with .a new Pm 88. Pm 90 aJ1cws for safe use of1UC ai1'C3ft and sumc: models by kce;nng
10 IQ1z spadng between fixed ccmmercW. users and frequencies used by RIC :mhusiastS. The new
Pm 88 wUl allow mobile users on frequencies witbin 2.,j K2:l% of~cs availab1c to us.
elimjnatitlg sate use of at least 31 of me- SO c.hanne:s on the i2 MHz band (for RIC airc'att) and :0 of
the ;0~es on the is MHz bam1 (for RIC em and boats) now us=1 by hobbyistS. rn f3c:.
more chamels willlikciy be a:ffec:=d .

Wb:n we operatC our RIC modeiS. we go co great lengths to assure me safety of me opc::atD~

and. bystanders aDd. tbe f'!t'==:icm of ptopeny. Mmy of oar safety pm:alltions involve the care.oUi
coordizwion mi use ot ttIa: radio c:amzaL~ If d:Ie nmnber of asa.b1c~es is
djmjnisbec1 as pmposed by me FCC. me n:maining~ wUl become ccngested and me margin
ot saiety will be gremy dec:rcased..

I don't tniak it is wise of me FCC to seek to e:xpaM me ope:aricIl amditiOt!S of !aDd mobile
radio use:s u. _ =Pmsc of me r3dio-ccmrol mode!=. The.FCC may net tmnk we aze as ~n:mt
as bttsi"ess~ at radio. bat we bave a CCIISidmiia inYesDDem in our modds met in our t3dio
eqWl'"'='t, It is a sizrable iDdusIry tbIt must be SDa1 from tbIsc deaimeraa' .FCC GODS. The
hobby provides mmy hems of eDjoyma:m to bm:Idreds of ibawsimds ot pea¢c like myself and
comributcs to me ar1Vmcemcm am c!e'Ydopmc:m of me commcrda1 malian industry.

P!eue _ me coadDua tile SIte eajoyrDdlt at mr pudme by DOC atIowiq tbe FCC to
C3lT1 out its pro,asai PK Doc:bt 92-%35 ror die n.1& MHz bud. We 2ll need ,our betp
Ul'pDdy because the FCC bas a dadJlae of Ftbnsary %6, 1m after wtIid1 it may become more
dlfftc:u1t to awid haJUq tbese proposals tram piq iD1D etfect.

~.i.(~9J~
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I am very cunarned. about the proposed rule that is currently under consideration by the
FtCer.Il CommuDiclt1ons Commission (FCC). The proceediDl is PR Doc:Xet 92·235. If adopted
the new rule- will greatly reduce tile usability of frequencies currently asque<1 for RIC mode! use
and inaease the risk. of accidents and attendant liability.

Our radio~cm:rci frequencies aM in ci1e iZ·76 MHz band. This band is primarily used :or
private I.and. mobile ~atd1 opermoas. However. our radio-eommi ti'equendes in this band :ue :'Jr
enough~ from me land mobile frequencies that we have been able to sbare tile band without e:the:­
use i.are:fenng with. ctle other.

!be Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM) in PR~ 9Z·m~ Pm 90 of tl1e
ra1es witt1 a new Pm 88. Put 90 allows for safe use of RIC airc:aft and sumc: models by kee;ing
10 I01z spadng between fixed comme:t:ial users ana~ used by RIC emnusiastS. The new
Pm 88 will allow mobile use~ on frequencies within 2.S 10:1% of frequencies availab14 to us.
eljminating safe use of at least '31 of ttIt ~O cnamll::S on the i2 MHz band (fer RIC airc:'aft) and ~O of
tile ;0 frequencies on the 7S MHz bam (for RIC em anr1 boars) now used cry hobbyistS. In f:1c:.
more channels wiJl1ikely bl: affec:I:d.-

Wb= we ope:are our RIC modeis. we go to g1=t left1tt2S to assure tbe safety of the ope:arcrs
andbystmdms aM tba proa:c::ian of pla~. Many of our safety pmcamicns involve the careful.
ccordiJ:wiaD am use of me t3dio camro1 fn:qucndes. If _ number of usable frequendes is
djminished as proposed by me FCC. !be r=aUrint~ will becmDc ecngesr.ed ana me alalliIt
of suety will be greatly dec1:asad.

rdaI1't rbiak it is wise of tbe FCC U) seet ta apmd tba opemion CCDditions of Im1 alobile
r.u:tio WiC1'S at _ expease of tDIs radicxcmral modelm. T2Ja rcc may oct tnmt we are as Unponanr
as business~ at lIdio. bac we bave a COIIS'idmiie inYesImem in our modds ana in our I'3dio
eqai~ It is a stmbIe iDdDm1= must be smC fram rDa: dmtmr:ntJj FCC GODS. The
hobby provides mmy boms of eajoymem lD lmDdreds of mausmas of pecpie like myseif and
comrtbutes ro me aavan.cz:azem aDd~ at me cmDIZIClICW aviamm indusay.

P!.. heq, me coiItfm. ttIe .. eajo,1DIiStt of 1ll'f pudme by nat allowiq the FCC to
CUT1 oat its proposai PR Docat 9%-m ror the n.76 MHz band. We:Ul neeci JOUI' hefp
urpntly becaua tile FCC bas a cladDne of Ftbrury Z6, 1993 after wtDdI it may become more
dimcuit to awid haiUq tbese proposals tram IOiDI imD etr'ect.

S~. ~~.~~~"
f-J(~h/o-o, NlJJ.5S7't1:>
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Senator Paul Wellstone
u.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Wellstone

N!.~ 16 W93

FCC - MAIL ROOM

My hobby is constructing and operating Radio Controlled Model
Airplanes. I derive many hours of enjoyment with our local club,
Minnesota Valley R.C., in Shakopee, Minnesota.

My concern is the proposed rule changes that are currently under
consideration by the FCC. The p~c~~eding is FR DOCKET 92-235. If
adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usable frequencies
for model planes, and greatly increase the risk of accidents.

Our present flying field is about 1/2 mile from Valley Fair and
highway 101. Models have up to 10 foot wing spans, and weighing
up to 30 pounds. Pylon planes reach speeds of 170 miles per hour.
The models are expensive to build; but more important, they are
capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death
if radio interference causes the operator to lose control.

Since the proposed new frequencies are so close, interference
will occur. I believe this will be death of the hobby for
millions of enthusiast across the United States. It will also
gre~tly effect the hobby stores, distributors, and manufactures,
rendering many out of business.

I urge you to vote against any attempt to pass PR Docket 92­
235. Please write me at address below to inform me on how you
will vote.

Sincerly,

LZ)~tJ~~
.Dl1iJ /'cl 4- Gel:'" 0 /4"
I/t.~ L/~~S'i:,..v~ lJa

..s;;h4J:bf~-eJ M,.J S-~3/9
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My hobby is constructing and operating Radio Controlled Model
Airplanes. I derive many hours of enjoyment with our local club,
Minnesota Valley R.C., in Shakopee, Minnesota.

My concern is the proposed rule changes that are currently under
consiueration by the FCC. The proceeding is PR DOCKET 32-235. If
adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usable frequencies
for model planes, and greatly increase the risk of accidents.

Our presentrisk
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February 12, 1993

Senator Paul Wellstone
u.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Wellstone

My hobby is constructing and operating Radio Controlled Model
Airplanes. I derive many hours of enjoyment with our local club,
Minnesota Valley R.C., in Shakopee, Minnesota.

My concern is the proposed rule changes that are currently under
consideration by the FCC. The proceeding is PR DOCKET 92-235. If
adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usable frequencies
for model planes, and greatly increase the risk'of accidents.

Our present flying field is about 1/2 mile from Valley Fair and
highway 101. Models have up to 10 foot wing spans, and weighing
up to 30 pounds. Pylon planes reach speeds of 170 miles per hour.
The models are expensive to build; but more important, they are
capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death
if radio interference causes the operator to lose control.

Since the proposed new frequencies are so close, interference
will occur. I believe this will be death of the hobby for
millions of enthusiast across the United States. It will also
greatly effect the hobby stores, distributors, and manufactures,
rendering many out of business.

I urge you to vote against any attempt to pass PR Docket 92­
235. Please write me at address below to inform me on how you
will vote.

DOiU:J A· (1roc.J,)

I JJ,~ lofh /jw. Sou+A

R;(h~;'Pt61 mN --5'5<-/J ';;. - -S --.> 02~
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u.s. Senate
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Dear Senator Wellstone
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My hobby is constructing and operating Radio Controlled Model
Airplanes. I derive many hours of enjoyment with our local club,
Minnesota Valley R.C., in Shakopee, Minnesota.

My concern is the proposed rule changes that are currently under
consideration by the FCC. The proc~E:dillg is PR DOCKET 92-235. If
adopt Frl , the npw rules w11 I gr~at]y reduce the usable freq~encies

for model planes, and greatly increase the risk of accidents.

Our present flying field is about 1/2 mile from Valley Fair and
highway 101. Models have up to 10 foot wing spans, and weighing
up to 30 pounds. Pylon planes reach speeds of 170 miles per hour.
The models are expensive to build; but more important, they are
capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death
if radio interference causes the operator to lose control.

Since the proposed new frequencies are so close, inteI ference
will occur. I believe this will be death of the hobby for
millions of enthusiast across the United States. It will also
greatly effect the hobby stores, distributors, and manufactures,
rendering many out of business.

I urge you to vote against any attempt to pass PR Docket 92­
235. Please write me at address below to inform me on how you
will vote.

va-­
73/GL- 7P0/l1 17:5
./ $'000 COVA) ry?oS

73VdIUSV/Lr:.t:/41(l) 6"S"j:;7
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My hobby is constructing and operating Radio Controlled Model
Airplanes. I derive many hours of enjoyment with our local club,
Minnesota Valley R.C., in Shakopee, Minnesota.

My concern is the proposed rule changes that are currently under
con~ideration by the FCC. The proceeding i~ PR DCCK~T 92-235. If
~dopted, the new rules will greatly recuce t~e usable tres~encies

for model planes, and greatly increase the risk of accidents.

Our present flying field is about 1/2 mile from Valley Fair and
highway 101. Models have up to 10 foot wing spans, and weighing
up to 30 pounds. Pylon planes reach speeds of 170 miles per hour.
The models are expensive to build; but more important, they are
capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death
if radio interference causes the operator to lose control.

Since the proposed new freq'.ler"cies C.re so close, in'terference
will occur. I believe this will be death of the hobby for
millions of enthusiast across the United States. It will also
greatly effect the hobby stores, distributors, and manufactures,
rendering many out of business.

I urge you to vote against any attempt to pass PR Docket 92­
235. Please write me at address below to inform me on how you
will vote.

Sincerly,



Roger D. Hesselroth
5150 st. Moritz Drive
Minneapolis, MN 55421
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PR Docket 92-235
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This is to request your support in defeating a proposed change to FCC
regulations regarding Radio Control frequencies. The new regulations would
i....·lvolve inserting new assigned frequencies between those which have been
assigned exclusively for radio contolled model equipment, such as airplanes,
boats, cars, etc.

This change would have a profound effect on model frequency use. It could
impose huge transmitters only 2. 5kHZ away from a large number of our 72
and 75MHz frequencies, with the resulting loss of many model channels, at
best, and present serious danger to nearby people, at worst. The
frequency tolerances could place signals on top of those used for aircraft
\'o'ith resulting loss of control of the model. The model airplanes, which are
my interest, weigh up to 25 pounds, and fly as fast as 60 mph.

Also, this new regulation could result in my havi....'1g to replace hundreds of
dollars wor+..h of radio equipment, and this just doesn't seem fair and
reasonable.

I respectfully request that you oppose this regulation change.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

-~L1S/1J:-
Ro rD. Hesselroth
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Dear Senator Wellstone
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My hobby is constructing and operating Radio Controlled Model
Airplanes. I derive many hours of enjoyment with our local club,
Minnesota Valley R.C., in Shakopee, Minnesota.

My concern is the proposed rule changes that are currently under
consideration by the FCC. The proceeding is PR DOCKET 92-235. :r
ad0pted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usanle frequencies
for model planes, and greatly increase the risk of accidents.

Our present flying field is about 1/2 mile from Valley Fair and
highway 101. Models have up to 10 foot wing spans, and weighing
up to 30 pounds. Pylon planes reach speeds of 170 miles per hour.
The models are expensive to build; but more important, they are
capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death
if radio interference causes the operator to lose control.

Since the proposed new frequencies are so close, interference
will occur. I believe this will be death of the hobby for
millions of enthusiast across the United States. It will also
greatly effect the hobby stores, distributors, and manufactures,
rendering many out of business.

I urge you to vote against any attempt to pass PR Docket 92­
235. Please write me at address below to inform me on how you
will vote.
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Gonzalo A. Aldecocea
9601 102 Place North
Maple Grove, MN 55369

February 8, 1993

The Honorable
Paul Wellstone
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Mr. Wellstone:
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I have enjoyed the hobby of model airplane flying for approximately twenty five years. I
am an active member of the Saint Paul Remote Control Modelers Club and I thoroughly
enjoy the hobby. It has come to my attention that the investment which I have made
throughout the years may be forfeited due to new regulations.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If
adopted, the new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned
for model use and increase the risk of accidents and attendant liability for controlling
model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this
band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to
share the band without either use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into
narrower bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile
frequencies wiII move closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to
radio control operations. I am told that of the 50 frequencies that are presently available
for radio control model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new rules are
adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the
safety of the operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of radio control frequencies. If the
number of usable frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining
frequencies will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wingspans of up to 10 feet and weigh
as much as 30 or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to
the point, they are capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if
radio interference causes the operator to lose control of the craft. We often fly our
models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators participate. We
need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.



I do not think it is wise for the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land
mobile radio users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we
are important as business users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our
models and in our radio equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the advancement and development of
the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to
carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

Sincerely,

k~acY~
G. A. Aldecocea
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February 12, 1993

Senator Paul Wellstone
u.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Wellstone
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My hobby is constructing and operating Radio Controlled Model
Airplanes. I derive many hours of enjoyment with our local club,
Minnesota Valley R.C., in Shakopee, Minnesota.

My concern is the proposed rule changes that are currently under
cuusidaration Dy the FCC. The proceeding i~ ?R DCCY-ET 92-233. ~E

adn~tp~:.the.newruleswill greatly redc~2 the usacle fre~ucnc1e3

for model planes, and greatly increase the risk of accidents.

Our present flying field is about 1/2 mile from Valley Fair and
highway 101. Models have up to 10 foot wing spans, and weighing
up to 30 pounds. Pylon planes reach speeds of 170 miles per hour.
The models are expensive to build; but more important, they are
capable of causing property damage, serious injury, or even death
if radio interference causes the operator to lose control.

Since the: proposed new frequencies ~re so close, in-cerfe:::-ence
will occur. I believe this will be death of the hobby for
millions of enthusiast across the United States. It will also
greatly effect the hobby stores, distributors, and manufactureR,
rendering many out of business.

I urge you to vote against any attempt to pass PR Docket 92­
235. Please write me at address below to inform me on how you
will vote.

Sincerly,

&r£f111-4 I-hiJr;z
tqltiJ0 01LU~ 0~e- Tf2~

<5tro~p KN CS"ezs 33





is adopted~ the new rules will have a tremendous effect on the

adequately separated so that we do not interfere with each other.
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Our frequencies are now

If the proceeding PR Docket 92-235

The channels now assigned to us are necessary

The frequency bands would also be rearranged to create

I belong to a club with a membership approaching 200. My

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED
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The Honorable Paul Wellstcne
United States Senate
Washington~ DC 20510

airplanes.

Dear Sir~

You can probably understand my concern and that of our club and many

others accross the country over rule changes proposed by the Federal

investment in models is approximately $2000 even though I've been

Communications Commission (FCC).

involved only about five years.

.
I am a retired person deeply involved in radio' controlled model

will cause a great increase in the risk for accidents due to

usability of frequencies now assigned to model airplane use. It

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band which is

interference to control frequencies.

primarily used for land mobile operations.

Much of our ativity invc:llves hundroeds elf "flyers" at organized

events and contests.

Presently~ we have 50 channels assigned for model airplane control.

for our activities.

The proposed rule changes would cut the number of our usable

channels to 19~ and also split channel frequencies into narrower

bandwidths.



more land channels. ~any land frequencies would move closer to

radio control frequencies resulting in interference to radio control

Clperations.

We go to great lengths to assure safety in our operations~ including

rules regarding use of radio channels. Interference to radio

controlled model airplanes causes frightening things to happen.

Control is lost, drastic crashes occur~ uncontrolled flyaways occur

causing great safety risks to operators, spectators~ and property.

Some of our models are large with wing spans up to twelve feet, and

weigh as much as 30 to 50 pounds. Speed in the range of 100 miles

per hour~ and more is not uncommon.

very frightening to say the least.

Frequency interference would be

If the proposed rule change occurrs, much of our equipment would

become useless and costs of radio modifications would be

prohibit.ive.

Please help me and others continue the safe enjoyment of our pastime

by not allowing proceeding of PR Docket 92-235.

Si ncerooel y ~

1/?::CX~
3524 Elmwood Place
Minnetonka, Mn 55345
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Senator Paul Wellstone
U.S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senator Wellstone:
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Februa~y 11, 1993

I urge you to help defeat the FCC frequency request NPRM-PR
Docket 92-235.

The above mentioned frequency request will introduce
frequencies very close to channels presently used for the control
of miniature aircraft.

The primary effect of this change will be to obsolete
recently purchased radio control equipment, equipment purchased
to comply with policies made only recently which made the hobby
of miniature aircraft more reliable and safe.

The next effect will be to increase the cost of equipment
since the manufacturers have probably not amortised the cost of
the recent upgrade and this request will place new development
costs onto them. This hobby is already not inexpensive, a very
basic starting kit is about $200.00 and the next minimal step up
is about $409.00. Elaborate investments can exceed several
thousand dollars plus countless hours of building time.

The ultimate effect of the request will be to endanger the
public thru unintended mis-control of these models. The request:

1. places frequencies very close to those presently
designated for miniature aircraft
2. allows transmitter power far in excess of our
transmitters
3. does not impose frequency tolerances tight enough to
avoid presently allocated frequencies
4. does not control their locations (they are requested for
Mobile use).

The -ultimate result is that someone using this new frequency can
unknowingly take control of a miniature aircraft weighing as much
as 40 lbs, or travelling up to 170 MPH! There is no telling the
damage such unintended control can do.

The Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA) has worked a long
time with the FCC, manufacturers, and other using groups to
develop the present improved frequency allocations. Please do not
let the above NMPM-PR Docket 92-235 to invalidate all this
effort.

~~~L'
John J. Lacey Jr.
5105 Clear Spring Drive
Minnetonka, MN 55345

Age: 54
Occupa~ion: Project Leader

for Aerospace Facilities
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The Honorable Paul Wellstone
U. S. Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the new rules
will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72 - 76 MHz band. This band is primarily used for private land
mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio control frequencies in this band are far enough apart from
the land mobile frequencies that we have been able to share the band without either use interfering with
the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower
bandwidths and rearranging the band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move closer to
the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radio control of model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be
left if these new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the safety of the
operators and bystanders and the protection of property. Many of our safety precautions involve the
careful coordination and use of the radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies is
diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies will become congested and the margin of
safety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wing spans up to 10 feet and weigh as much as 30
or 40 pounds. The models themselves are expensive to build; but more to the point, they are capable of
causing property damage, serious injury, or even death if radio interference causes the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of operators
participate. We need the use of our full complement of radio frequencies in order to assure a safe flying
environment.

I do not think it is wise of the FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions of land mobile radio
users at the expense of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important as business
users of radios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and in our radio equipment. The
hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its
propo~ll.l~ forth~72-.7.~M.B?:_ bap9....

Respectfully yours,

kk#
1065 Prairie Street
Shakopee, MN 55379


